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THE HOPE, THAT BECAME A
VISION IS NOW A MANDATE.

We believe as an eldership
team that Gateway is moving
into a new era where we
increasingly become a
movement of sent people who
bring life to Basingstoke as we
take risky, faith filled steps of
obedience, as Jesus leads us.
God planted a hope in us, it
became a vision but God has
now made this a mandate - “an
official order or commission to
do something”. It is resourced
by Him and comes with His
authority.

We have a generational vision
that means that we look not just
two years into the future, but
also 30 years.

Through God's eyes, can we
grasp a vision of what Gateway
and Basingstoke will look like
in 20507 If we know what we're
aiming for in 2050, we will
know how to build today.

BASINGSTOKE.

Basingstoke is going to
dramatically change in these
next 30 years.

e [twill be Generation Y, The
millennial generation that
will lead and influence us
into 2050.

e The population will grow
from 170,000, to 250,000
in 2050.

e Retired population 65+
will increase from 18% to
25%.

e We will likely have
university and we will
continue to grow older
and younger.

We as a church want to be
ready to lead into that, to seek
the peace and prosperity of
Basingstoke.

There are many other great
churches in this town but even
on our best day we only gather
5%. Isn't God is greater than
that, isn't he worth more than
that, isn't he more glorious and
wonderful and beautiful and
life giving than sin and Satan!
Of course He is.

We know the end of the story, 'l
am making everything new'.
Revelation 21:5. "...the earth
will  be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the
Lord as the waters cover the
sea. Habakkuk 2:14.

So if this is the end of the
story, and we find ourselves
here in the middle, we need
to build in line with the end
of the story, not with how it is
today. We need to set our
expectations in line with how
God complete the story, not
adjust our expectations to
reflect the situation as we
find it now.

INNOVATE FOR THE 95%

We need to continually
innovate if we are to find ways
to reach the many many
thousands of people that are
spiritually hungry and hurting
but have no idea that there is
ood news and help available
or them.

George Whitefield was
probably the most famous
religious  figure  of the
eighteenth century.
Newspapers called him the
'marvel of the age'. Whitefield
was a preacher capable of
commanding thousands on
two continents through the
sheer power of his oratory. He
began preaching in parks and
fields in England on his own,
reaching out to people who
normally did not attend church.
In his litetime, he preached at
least 18,000 times to perhaps
10 million hearers.

Outside the Tonic Bar, is this
Blue Plaque. At this site 8th
February 1739, where George
Whitefield preached for t%e
first time, outside of a church
premises...this was at the start
of the ‘Great Awakening.’

He broke out from the confines
of the Church of England, and
decided that it was better to
preach outdoors so that those
that have never heard the
gospel could hear it.

We too want to be innovative

to reach the 95%. Why would
we live like this? Because we
have met with the most
beautiful person, God who has
invested everything in this
plan. We are the living
evidence of this plan being
worked out, we are stories of
his grace, witnesses to the
goodness and kindness and
restoring power of God's love.

We have this expansive vision
of a Basingstoke restored to its
beautiful potential. When God
is fully King there will be no
hospitals, no police, there will
be no need for meals on
wheels because the isolated
elderly will not be isolated,
there will not be need for
counsellors because God will
be their healer, there will not
be need for raveyards
because death will %ave been
defeated, Basingstoke is where
the living will thrive.

“Mission exists because
worship doesn't." John Piper

We have a vision to partner
with  God's  rescue lan.
Everything  broken ixed.
Everything that has wandered,
coming home. Everything that
has lost the plot, rediscovering
its true story.

So when we call people to
repent, we are calling them to
return to their proper place
within creation.



OUR STORY SO FAR.

2009 - 2012 - 2014 -
2011 2013 2015
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Gateway appoints
Will, Simon, Michael,
Ed and Martin as elders.
The growing
Gateway

A small group starts fﬂﬂﬂ'ly moves to
meeting in a living €entral
room in Fairfields, Studio.

The Baynham's and
Homer's move to
Basingstoke.

The Flood's move from
Bournemouth. Martin
is released to serve the
church full time.

Sunday meetings
begin at

'The Viables'.
Andy LeRoux

has a dream of

planting in

Basingstoke.

Gateway Church started as a plant in the late 2000s when two couples moved from Camberley and Farnham, to support Andy Le Roux from Odiham in starting a church in
Basingstoke. They believed that God had spoken to them about establishing a church which would be ‘a city on a hill" with a heart to serve and bring good news to the
town. The team started meeting in a front room in Fairfields for a number of years before launching a monthly meeting on a Sunday afternoon in 2012, and moving quickly
to weekly meetings at Queen Mary’s College in 2013. The following year saw the Flood family move from Bournemouth to Basingstoke and Martin Flood was appointed
to lead tﬁ,e growing Gateway family. The Church appointed its first five elders in 2016, with Ayobami appointed as an elder in September 2018.

In January 2018, Gateway sent five couples from within the Church to launch Hope Church - a new church in Andover was started.



INSPIRED BY
CRIPTURE.
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We know that God is in the process of making
all things new. The church is intended to be His
way of expressing the beauty, goodness and
truth to a love starved world. Because we care
deeply care about His glory - we want to release
the gifts, resources and people we have
amongst us, to see healthy, gospel-centred,
grace based, Spirit filled churches established.
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A BLESSING.+'

BROKEN TO BI

Simon spoke up, “Here is a boy with five
small barley loaves and two small fish, but
how far will they go among so
many?"..Jesus then took the loaves, gave
thanks, and distributed to those who were
seated as much as they wanted. He did the
same with the fish.

When they had all had enough to eat, he
said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces
that are left over. Let nothing be

wasted.” So they gathered them and filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five
barley loaves left over by those who had
eaten. John 6:1-15

Jesus is comfortable with laying claim to

' Will you let Jesus have your...
the boys resources in uncomfortable ways.

The miracle was made possible because Time?

the boy was willing for his whole lunch to Skills?

be broken for the blessing of the crowd. Money?
Relationships?

This is the very heart of what it is to be used Control?

by Jesus for the sake of others, isn't it? We
saK, “Jesus, use me to bring your life to
others.” And he does. Yet very soon after
we come back to him saying, “Jesus, | feel
used, | feel empty!” He takes all we have;
blesses it, breaks it, and multiplies it to
bless others. There is no blessing of the
crowds without the breaking of our loaves.
Many people want to be part of the
blessing, but few want to take part in the
taking and the breaking.

"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two
sm:ll fish, but how far will they go among so many?”
John 6:9

This feels like the story of Gateway, that we are the little
boy with an insignificant lunch wiﬁ/ing to be broken for the
blessing of many. We have never felt that we've had
enough resources to feed the crowds but we've wanted to
be involved in Jesus feeding miracle. We know that Jesus,
not our churches, is the bread of life. And yet we believe
that making disciples and planting churches is the most
effective distribution system to get the bread of life to

hungry people.

So what are we going to do when he asks for our
lunch?



OUR HOME
FOR THE MISSION.

Each of us who calls Gateway home has a part
to play in turning this vision into reality. It will
involve our time and our talents, our prayers
and our pounds.

Gateway is a remarkably generous church, with so many people
giving generously, regularly and sacrificially. The growth and impact
we have seen thus far would not have happened without it, and
future growth and Kingdom impact won't happen without it either.

We're in a better position with the High Street banks because we
have looked again at how we reduce the risk in the project and we
are in their ‘affordable’ category. One key element being that
someone is offering an unsecured loan of £100,000 which the%anks
are finding reassuring.

These are encouraging moves in the right direction, but what has
become clear is that we do still increase our deposit, from the
incredible £155,000 we raised in March to around £200,000 as we
first predicted back in January.

From the very beginning we prayed that if God should give us this
building, it would not distract us from his mission. A key part of
making sure that this building does not become the mission is that
we seek to pay off all of the loans as soon as possible so that we can
remain on mission with our finances.

As elders and trustees, our prayer is that as a church we can pay off
the borrowings on this building at a quick yet sustainable pace, in a
way that means we can also stay on mission with our money; for
e)|<amp|e, providing seed funding the Swindon and Reading cl'}\,urch
plants.
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